WATER ORDINANCE
50.01 SUPERVISION OF WATER SYSTEM.


The Common Council shall have general supervision of the municipal water  system with the power to enforce the provisions of all ordinances, rules, and regulations relating to such system.  The Council may, by resolution, designate a Water Superintendent who shall have general supervisory control over the system and power to enforce the rules and regulations of the Council in relation thereto.

50.02 SERVICE  APPLICATION.

Applications for water service shall be made in writing at the office of the City Recorder by or for the person, firm, or corporation requesting water and water service.  The application shall be in such form as shall be from time to time prescribed by the Water Superintendent and shall include a statement of the purpose for which the water service is wanted and an agreement regulations as shall be promulgated by the Common Council in implementation of this subchapter.
50.03  ERVICE TO PREVIOUSLY UNSERVED PREMISES; CHANGES IN

AND EXPENSES OF APPURTENANCES.

If the application is for water service to premises not previously served, the following requirements shall be met:

(A)  Where water mains exist adjacent to the property to be served, and upon submission to the Water Superintendent of information as to the location and nature of the premises to be served with water, the applicant will be furnished with information as to the proposed location of the meter setting.  If the customer’s service line has been installed prior to the application for service, it shall be the applicant’s responsibility to clearly mark the location thereof.  The Water Superintendent shall have sole jurisdiction, however, to decide the location of the street service line and the feasibility of a connection to the customer’s service line.  It shall be the applicant’s responsibility, at his or her own expense, to run his or her service line from the premises being served to the meter setting at or near the curb line.  Service pipes and connections from the water main to and including the meter setting shall be placed within the line of the public right-of-way and shall be installed by the city after payment of a hook-up charge set forth by resolution.
(B)  The Water Superintendent shall determine the size of the meter to be installed, based upon information furnished by the applicant. Any change in meter size requested by the consumer after the initial meter installation shall be granted insofar as is reasonable, but the consumer shall bear the entire cost.  In cases of dispute as to meter size, the Water Superintendent shall have sole jurisdiction.

(C)  The Common Council shall determine the size of the street line based upon information furnished by the applicant.  However, in no case shall the street service line be the same size or any greater size than the water main to which it is connected.  Any change in size or location of the street service line after the original installation shall be done at the consumer’s expense.  The hook-up charges shall cover all cost of excavation, installation, connection, and resurfacing from the water main to the point where the meter is installed, included the water box and the meter.
(D)  One and only one street service line, meter setting, and meter shall be furnished for each premise.  Additional meters, meter settlings, street service lines, and other appurtenances may be installed as approved by the Water Superintendent; and all such costs shall be borne by the applicant.

(E)  Water service will be furnished only to premises complying with the applicable plumbing and sanitary coded and regulations of the city and state.

50.04  SERVICE CHARGES AND PAYMENTS.


Service charges for use of the city’s water  system, service periods, and due dates for payment of such charges shall be established by the Common Council by resolution.  The city retains jurisdiction to alter such charges, service periods, and due dates from time to time.

50.05 DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS; DEPOSITS.

(A)  All charges assessed under 50.04 or any other provision of this chapter that are not paid as established under the provisions of that section shall be delinquent.  A penalty shall be added for such charges delinquent and such charges shall thereafter bear interest at 1 ½ % per month.  All such charges and penalties which are delinquent for a period in excess of 60 days shall be forwarded to a collection agency if payment arrangements have not been made by the customer.  Accounts delinquent in excess of 120 days shall be docketed in the municipal lien docket and shall be a lien upon the property served.  It may be collected by an action at law or may be foreclosed in any manner provided by law for the foreclosure of liens by cities.


(B)  Whenever any such charges, penalties, or interest is delinquent, the Water Department may shut off water service to such premises, and a charge set by resolution shall be made when water service is restored..

(C)  The Superintendent may, if he or she deems it necessary to effect collection of any charge levied under any of the provisions of this subchapter, require a deposit in an amount set by resolution.  Such deposit shall be paid to the City Recorder and shall be held by him or her in a separate account maintained for receiving and holding such deposits.  The deposit less any charges or penalties owed the city shall be refunded upon the termination of service to the subscriber.  However, such deposit shall not be credited against any charges due under any of the provisions of this subchapter in determining whether or not such charges are delinquent.

Cross-reference:


Liens and lien docket, see 35.10 et seg.

50.06  LIABILITY FOR CHARGES.

The owner of premises to which water service is furnished by the city shall be responsible for the payment of all charges imposed under the terms of this chapter.  It shall  be the duty of each such property owner renting his or her premises to require his or her tenant to pay such charges.  The shall not be required to notify any property owner of any delinquent charges, and should the property owner fail  to pay such charges, the city may turn off the water to said premises and not again turn the same on until all charges and penalties, as provided in 50.05, are paid.
50.07   DISCONTINUANCE OR INTERRUPTION OF SERVICE BY CITY; LIABILITY OF CITY.

The city shall have the right anytime to shut off the water in the water mains without notice for repairs, extensions, or any other necessary purpose.  In no event shall the city be responsible for damage done by bursting pipes or by collapse of boilers, water tanks, or water fixtures upon the premises of any user.

50.08   DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE AT USER’S REQUEST.
Should any person want to stop the use of the water supply to his or her premises for not less than one month, he or she shall notify the Water Superintendent and pay in full all assessments in arrears at the office of the City Recorder.  The Water Superintendent will then turn off the water and it will be turned on again upon application for which a charge set by resolution will be made.  No remissions of any water charge will be made for less than one month, or without notice to the Water Superintendent as provided in this section.
50.09  METER INSPECTION AND TESTING; COSTS.

If a consumer requests inspection and testing of a meter, he or she shall pay the cost thereof, which cost shall become a charge governed by the provisions of 50.05 (A).  If upon such examination and test the meter is found inaccurate according to the standards of the National Association of Railroad and Utilities Commissioners, a meter will be substituted and the water bill for the preceding billing period shall be adjusted to compensate for any overcharge and the cost of the test.
50.10  REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF WATER SYSTEM.


 No person shall be permitted or allowed to do any work upon, or make any repairs to, any pipe or appurtenances of the water system of the city without first obtaining permission from the Water Superintendent.  All tapping or hooking onto any mains or pipes of the water system shall be done only by the Water Superintendent or under his or her supervision.
50.11  REPAIR OF WATER LEAKS.


When it appears that there may be a water leak under any street, it shall be the duty of the Water Superintendent to make an excavation to determine the cause of same.  If said leak results from a break in the main or service line to the meter near the curb line, the repairs shall be made at the expense of the city.  If the leak results from a break in the private service line, the cost of repairs and excavation shall be charged to the property owner and shall be a lien upon his or her property until paid.  The property owner shall be responsible for all repairs from the meter to the place of use of the water.

50.12  INTERFERENCE WITH AND USE OF HYDRANTS AND THE LIKE.


No person or persons, except city firefighters in the discharge of their duties, shall, without permission of the Water Superintendent, open or attempt to open or in any way tamper with any fire hydrant or other fixture connected with the main, pipes, or meters of the water system of the city.

50.13  FUND FOR RECEIPT OF REVENUES.


All revenue received from the operation of the city water system shall be kept in a separate fund to be used solely for the payment of principal and interest on bonds issued to provide funds for construction extension, maintenance, or repair of such system; or for the upkeep, maintenance, operation, and repair of such system.

50.14  REPEALING PREVIOUS WATER ORDINANCE.


Ordinance # 290 passed October 12, 1999, is hereby repealed.

